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OLC 72-0786

11 July 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Developments During Your Absence

1. Representative Rangel Request for Reports on Drug Traffic.

You will recall that on 13 June I wrote Rangel saying that in
view of his continued interest in obtaining copies of certain Agency reports
on the illicit drug traffic, we were reexamining the possibility of declassifying
at least some of these reports. On 28 June, Rangel wrote Ingersoll of BNDD
requesting the same material. Ingersoll has referred the request to us.
(Tab A) The whole problem has been taken up with the White House, where
Walter Minick, Bud Krogh's deputy, apparently opposes declassification of
any material on the illicit drug traffic. The matter is now being reviewed
by David Young, Executive Secretary of the Interagency Review Committee
on Classification, whose decision is expected momentarily. If Young agrees
with Minick that none of the reports can be released, we should be prepared
for possible legal action, and OGC has been in touch with Justice in this
regard,

Rangel seems determined to press for a showdown. On 10 July
he issued a public statement charging that CIA's "paranoid quest for secrecy"
was keeping vital information about the drug traffic from the American public,
and that we were '"covering up for the international merchants of death."

(Tab B)

2. Representative Agpin's Letter on Opium Smuggling.

Aspin's 27 June letter to you which appeared in the Congressional
Record on that date was received by the Agency on 3 July. We immediately
asked Aspin's office for the ''additional information' which he said he had
received from Alfred McCoy. Upon examination, this additional information
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appears to be essentially the same as that which McCoy had provided the
Proxmire Subcommittee in support of his testimony there several weeks ago.
(See Tab C for that portion of the material McCoy provided Aspin which deals
with the Agency and Air America.) FE has requested the field to report on
the detailed allegations. '

Attached at Tab D is a copy of Aspin's 27 June letter to you, together
with an excerpt from the Congressional Record of 30 June containing Charlie
Gubser's comments and a copy of your reply to Aspin.

3. Allegations of Preferential Treatment Being Given to Air America.

Scoop Jackson has received a letter (Tab E) from an outfit in
Vientiane called Lao Air Development which complains that Air America is
overcharging U.S. agencies and which offers comparable services at substantially
lower rates. Craig Jarrell, who signed the letter, claims he is in touch with
Jack Anderson on the matter. We promised Jackson's office we would check
on the facts, which DDS is doing.

4. Legislative Interdepartmental Group Meeting.

At a 7 July LIG meeting serious concern was expressed regarding
the Mansfield ""end the war'' amendment. Apparently the Administration is
dismayed to learn that perhaps a dozen senators whose support it had assumed,
such as Chuck Percy and Jim Pearson of the Foreign Relations Committee,
have turned out to be '"fence sitters' despite some active lobbying by Kissinger.
It is planned that after Congress reconvenes, Kissinger will entertain the
""fence sitters' at a breakfast and try to win them over, hoping that the
Democratic disarray following the convention, coupled with expected ARVN
military successes, will strengthen his appeal.

5. Armed Services Committee Investigation of LaVelle Case.

Stennis has sent Jim Woolsey and Larry Garcia, of the Committee
staff, to Saigon to investigate the LaVelle case. The station has been alerted
to show them appropriate courtesies but avoid any discussion of the LaVelle
matter.
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6. Interest in Hersh Articles on "Rainmaking. "

On 5 July John Goldsmith called to say he had seen Seymour
Hersh's New York Times story of 3 July (Tab F) alleging Agency involvement
in "rainmaking' in Indochina. He said that in view of the concern the story
would probably create on the Hill, he was calling it to Stennis' attention, with
the suggestion that Stennis get himself briefed on the matter so he could
respond to the questions that were likely to come up. In view of Hersh's
second story on the same subject on 9 July (Tab G), we should be ready for
queries by both friend and foe. (Cnrv?\r
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House Foreign Affairs has you tentatively schedule@fto appear
on 27 July to discuss Soviet strategic weapons and SALT verification. Wt
Presumably the text you used before Senate Foreign Relations with little or s ould

25X1 no modification would be responsive to their request. /‘qgkg -
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June 28, 1972 .

~John E. Ingersoll, Director

Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
. 1405 T Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20537

" Dear Mr. Ingersoll:

As you know, the Select Committee on Crime has been holding
hearings in New York and Washington on drug use in our public
schools. Each witness makes it more clear that heroin addiction
among our youth cannot be wiped out as long as heroin is smuggled
L ~into this country. I know that this, too, is your feeling and that ./
- of BNDD. -

. In order to make it harder for Congress to ignore this critical
" 7., problem, it is most imperative that we have as much information as
W .7, possible on heroin trafficking and the smuggling of other dangerous
. drugs. "The World Opium Situation," which your office was kind
-enough to provide me Tast year was of great assistance in this regard.
I would deeply appreciate your providing me with the following reports
‘ as we]] dealing with international drug traffic:
K - "Opium Production and Movement in the Near East and South Asia"
* "The Cocaine Situation in Latin. Awerica"
. "Chemical Requirements for Opium Refining in Southeast Asia"
-+ "The ITlicit Production and Movement of Opiates in Latin Ameruca“
. "Opium Poppy Cultivation in Northern Thailand"
Opium Production and Movement in Southeast Asia"
"Paraguay--Heroin Crossroads of South America"
“"Recent Trends in the IT1licit Narcotics Market in Southeast Asia"
“The French-Turkish Connection: The Movement of Opium and Morphine
~ Base from Turkey to France.”

Thank you for your attention to this most important request.
With best regards. I am, - \ :

4

'ﬁceiyﬁy, _
JAN ’uﬂgk

-ereZ ; i{ange'lj

. , ‘ : o Member: of Congress

-~ BRee o

”
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YASHINGTON=-R:zP. CHARLSL RANGEL, D-N.Y., SAID TODAY A

"PARANOID QU-ST FOR S:CRECY™ IN THE CLNTRAL INTELLIGELNCE AGENCY (CIa)d
t IS KiliPING INFORMATION ABOUT DRUG TRAFFIC IN SOUTHLAST ASIA FROM THE
AM:RICAN PUBLIC.

RANG:L, A MZMBER OF THL HOUSE SELLCT COMMITTLi ON CRIMe, SAID THE

CIA HAS CONSISToNILY REFUS:D HIS R:IQUESTS FOR Ri-PORTS ON OPIUM AND
H-ROIN TRAFFICKING IN THE AR:A, ALTHOUGH SOM: ARL ALREADY PUBLIC
KNOWLuDG. OR ARL AVAILABLE FROM OTH:R AGANCIES.

"THIS BUR:AUCRATIC BUNGLING AND PARANOID QUEST FOR StCRECY ON THE

PART OF TH. CLNTRAL INTELLIG:NCE AGENCY HAS PRoVLNTLD CONGRESS FROM
cFFr CTIVELY DETeRMINING WHICH OF OUR SO-CALLED °*ALLIKS® ARE
PROFITZiRING IN HEROIN,™ Hz SAID IN A STATEMeNT. ™EACH CITIZEN HAS
THL FUNDAM:NTAL RIGHT TO KNOW WHMAT IS IN TH:S:c RePORTS =-- WHICH
GOVekNMi NTS ALLOW DRUG PRODUCTION TO FLOURISH AT THr LXPENSK OF OUR
CHILDRUN®S LIVLS."

RANG:L SAID NIN= REPORTS HE IS SELKING FROM TH: CIA NAMe THe

INDIVIDUALS, TRIB:LS, GOVeRNM:NT OFFICERS AND PLAC:S INVOLVED IN
H-ROIN TRAFFICKING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. BUT H:i SAID TH: AGENCY HAS
CLASSIFIcD THe RePORTS AMD HAS REFUSED TO GIVZ THEM TO HIM.

"IT IS TIMe FOR THE CIA TO STOP PLAYING GAM:S AND TO STOP COVERING

UP FOR TH. INTERNATIONAL MZRCHANTS OF DEATH eeey HE SAID,

Comment:

YM 7-10

25X1

These comments represent the initial and tentative regotion of the

QFE
.

services,

AL o A5 10l ol

ce of Current Intelligence to the attaohed itam Ffrom tha warie
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IV. CIA AND AIR AMEKICA INVOLVEMENT

Nelson Gross quoted the Managing Dircctor of Alr America, who cal
‘charge that Air Anerlca aircraft have been transporting opium 'utteriy
absolutely false." Air America's involvement has been confirmed by Gen. uano
and by Gen. Thao Ma, former commander of the Laotian Air Force, who reiusca
to carry opium for Gen. Guane.

I spent six days in August, 1971 in the opium-growing Meo viliage of
Long Pot, Laos. Ger Su Yang, the District officer, toid me:

Meo officers with three or four stripes [captain or more] came from
Long Tieng to buy our opium. They came in American helicopters,
pernaps two or three men at one time. The helicopter leaves then
here for a few days and they walk to villages over there, tién come
back here and radioed Long Tieng to send another helicopter for thei.
They take the opium back to Long Tieng.

-~

This account was verificd by everyone I talked with. Ger Su Yang also
reported that the helicopter pilots were always Americans. Flora Lewis,
writing in The Washington Post on July 23, 1971, said:

The CIA has changed its rules in an attempt to stop the usc of its
private airline, Air America, for transport of drugs [opium and
heroin] in Laos. Although only two months ago CIA director Richard
Lelms adamantly denied there had been any agency involvement in this
traffic, he is now said to have told a sccret Congressional hearing
that there was involvement but it has stopped.
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June 27, 1972

Mr. Richard Helms, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Helmnms:

I am publicly releasing today substantial new evidence
that indicates that U.S. pilots flying CIA-operated helicopters
have been smuggling opium inside Laos. These allegations
are contained in a letter and additional information that
I have received from Mr. Alfred McCoy, author of a forth-
coming book on heroin traffic in Southeast Asia. If these
allegations are true, then the CIA is implicated in fostering
the drug traffic that ruins the lives of tens of thousands
of Americans.

I am writing to you today to request that you thoroughly
investigate Mr. McCoy's allegations. Since Mr. McCoy obtained
his information last summer, it is imperative to determine
whether this kind of drug trafficking is still going on. A
principal unanswered question which the CIA must resolve is:
"At what level in the CIA were officials aware of this illicit
drug traffic?".

Menper of C%ngress
i
¥

LA:Dbk
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Cia DOLS NOT SMUGGLE OPIUM
HON, CHARLES 8. GUBSER
' 8 CALIFORANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF RECRESENTATIVES
Thyrsday, June 28, 1972
wr, GUBSER. Me, Spoaker, onee again
ihiere hag hoon an upsurge in cha
alleping direct CIA invelrenment i avug
traffic in Sousheast Asiz. 'These
iions have proven ialse in the past. b
yvear L pmson(my Inoked into sm
charges and I am satisfied myse that
ihey were mmou; sulrstan Xﬁmcovm',
i Aprdl 1891, Mr. Richard I’Inims. 125
reckor of Central Inteliigence, raade &
nublic categorical denind of Agency -
volverent in drug trallic befove the

=

HESH
A

Americon éocie“\;y of Newspapor Hditovs.”

e has personally xc‘ afirmed W ns denind
o me. Wiat the facts aciually demi-
onstrated was that xl o CIA I8 "uopu\}tm
closely wiliy othier Government ag 110iCs
in a concerted effort to eurb the world
drug iraffie. The efforts of shese .8,
es are designed to persuade coun-
, which for centuries nave accepsed
mo {)1 awth or local consumpbion of i
drags, to take stringent steps af
such practices. They R0 AlE0 COOTIRT

o eliminate the flow of ihese druags into
tie United Stoaces,

Most recently, Mr. Alfved NMeCoy, &
eraduate student who is about to ik
lish a book on the drug trafic in Soutli-
cast Asia, hes made fhe sume charges
vnst the CTA. In early Jone, he alred
havees before 8 Seni subeon-
'm(l wuu Vi ‘d ool ’cm;:)‘r\ )mb«

e

we;tmaoe.w, M}: Nelsor
viser to the Secrobayy of
ordinator for Iniernationsi arcotics
watters, publi.c).y and in detail refuted
Ay, MceCoy's charges, I regret thab th
silegations have been given {urther puh-—
lictty in & siatement by o Wember of
this bedy wien he pudlished in the
QowenussoNat Reconro of June 27, & let-
ter he has directed to Mr. Helms, ve-
questing an investigation of the aliega-
tions made by Mr. MeCoy.

M. Speaker, Director Helms denial of
charges that CIA has been involved in
ihe drug traflic has been confirnzed by
ether senior U8, Governmaeng officials.
There has been no substzuce W the
charges that have been ieveled and it is
most regrettable thnt she C¥a must be
the continual target of @« tactic which
serves to undertming positive efforts tha
are being taken ucier diffcult circum-
stances to curb drug trafficking. T‘m}%c
few who promote false accusations vo th
contrary undermine the good work Lna'&
is being done and the personal integniy
of high officials of our Government. I cani
assure the Members of this body and all
American citizens that our Govesnment
is cominitted 100 perceni o boﬂlkhg e
dxtg probilexi.

or, whike if s ondortunate
oid ehiarizes have boen public-
eain, 1 beiteve that Mr, Helms'
1eher of June 26 on this subject should
sigo be inctuded in the Recorn!
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY,
OFFICE OF TAE DIRECTOR,
June 28, 1972,

Mr.
thot &
iy mm,d AL

Tlovn, Les AsPiN
House of Rey
Washingion, DO,

Dear M. Asruv: The Congressional ecord
of June 27, 1972, caeries n lebler addressed
wome DY YOU annowicing your release of
“substantinl new evidence that indlentes 1.8
}nmtr—: Nying CIA operated hellcopters have
heen smuggling opium lnside Luos.”

1 heve yet Lo recelve your lctier. Pending
h. receipt, however, 1 shall begin a Ihmough
investipation of this alieged “new evidence’
and will advise you in due course of e v~
sulte, In this conuectlon, T cali to your ab-
tention the testimony of My, Nolson Gross,
Benior Advisor to the Seeretary of Stite and
Coerdinator for Tuternationnl Narcotles Mat-
ters, before the Congressional Inquiry Re-
garding Iunlervational Navcotics Tradic on
Jane 9, 1972, He theve guoted the Alr Anex
fen. Managing Director's statevient that Mr.
Alfved McCoy's sllegation bhefore the Por-
eign Operations Subceoraraittee of the Henate
Approprintions Committes that Alr Amerlca
aiverait have beeu transporting oplum in
Northerin Loos on a regular basis is “utterly
and absolutely false.”

In the interim, X wish to relterate strongly
wiat I have said publlcly to the Amervica
society of Newspaper kditors:

“rPhere 1a the srrent nonsense that the
Central Intelilgence Agency is SOmehow -
volved in the world drug traflic, We are not.
As faltihers, we are an coneerned about the
lives of our childven and grondebildren as
nee oil of you. 48 an Agency, in fack, we
ure heavily engaged In tracing the foreign
roots 0f the drug traftic for the Burcau of
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, We liope we
pre helpiug wilh o solutlon) we know we
are not contrivuting to the problem."”

In addition, you will iave no doubt noticed

tatives,

in the Congressional Record of June 3, 1071, -

that Cor\gxe&smm) Charies Gubser cited a
letter from Mr., John Ingevsoll, Director of
ihe Burean of Narcovies angd Dengerous
Drugs, aliesting to the nct that this Agoency

nns foken & greal munmber of stops agninst
the marcotics trade. Yurther, we hinve 1o-
susd ihe strongest nstruetions, ami heve
moest vigorousiy enforeed theawy, Lo prohdlit
any fnedvertent use of CLA facilities by nare
cotics smueglers,

In the light of these
tlone, we And it

e well-established posi-
appointing to be sue-

Jected to the type of public allegation rep-

rosontfed Dy gm(lumo gtudent McCoy's as-
sortions of “new evidence,” the hanuendo in
whichh can only dishearten CILA personnel of
nonor and Integrity working agslnst this
nelerious trade,

I have taken the liberty of sending & copy
of this letter to Congressrmuan Gu
cause of hils interest i these maiters.

Bincerely,
Ricxand Hyumse, Direcior.
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OLC 72-0708

5 July 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Senate Armed Services Committee Interest in Hersh
Story re '"Rainmaking"

1. This morning John Goldsmith, of the Scnate Armed Services
Committee staff, called to say that the New York Times story by Seymour
Hersh of 3 July 1972 (copy aitached) was attracting considerable interest
and would no doubt be the subject of formal inquiry during upcoming Senate
deliberations. He said the subject might be brought up in connection with
discussion of the pending "end the war'' amendment to the Foreign Assistance
Authorization bill, and almost certainly would come up in connection with
the discussion of Indochina when the Defense Procurement bill came up.

2. Goldsmith said he wanted to let us know that for the above reasons
he felt he should call the matter to the attention of Chairman Stennis, and
was therefore preparing a note for Stennis (now out of town) suggesting that

tennis get himself briefed on the subject and be forearmed with information
necessary to respond to the questions which are likely to come up.

3. I told Goldsmith that I knew nothing about the substance of these
allegations but appreciated his alerting us.

NS Legislative Counsel

Att.
Distribution:
Original - Subject
1 -A/DCI
1 - Ex/Dir .
GRouP 1
L -DDP %Excluded from automatic
1 -C/FE : ! cawn;r:\d;nglgnnd
; ssificatio
1 = SAVA - i { declassil
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nam 1o inceease and control the!
vainiall for military puiposcs. i
Government sources, both ci-i
,vxhan and military, said dgumj,
‘an extensive series of mLcr-l
views that thie Air Force cloud-)
seeding  program has  been)
aimed most recently at hinder-
ing movement of. North VACL'
Jqnamiese troops and cquipmcnt
and suppressing encmy mnhm-
leraft missile fire.
| 7The disciosure conﬁrmod|
arowing  speculation in Consl
pressional and scientific circles
about the use of weather mod-
ilication in Southeast Asia, De-
¢ years of experiments with
carninaking in the United States
and cisewhere, sclentists ave
not sure they -understand its
long-term effect on the ecology
of a region.
Some Opposed ¥rogram

The weather manipulation in
mdochina, which was  {irst

tried jn South Vietnam in 1663,
is the first confinmed use of)
wieteorological . warfare,  Al-|
though it is not prohibited by
any international conventions
on warfare, artifical rainmaks-
ing has been streauously op-
posed by some State Depart-
menl officials,

"1t could not be defermined
whether the operations were
being conducted in connection
with e current North Viet-
namese  offensive or  the
rencwed American bomibing of
the North.,

Eifectiveness Doubted

Reginning in 1967, some
State Depaviment officials pro-
tested that the United States,

one officiall trhe Alr Foccee
: Yy o trigger

honibs

“What's worse,”

i,

ainstorins.

deialicd knowiedge of the oper-

asled,  “dropping orl gy were Uying 10 & ranpe;
rain?" lthe wenther paticrn to suit our

All of “the officials ‘tc.-l convenience,” said one former!
viewed said (hat ihe pnued‘("“"C"”m‘?‘“t ofliicial who had

States did not have the capabil-
ity to cause heavy flooding dur-;
ing tile summer he novthern!
parts of Norih Victrnam,

auon,

in Central Intelligence Ag:mcy i“-‘;

where iticted the use of cloud-seeding;

serious {looding occurved 135130'{@1‘
)“’11‘ © rof Southh Vietnam. “We  firsti
Gl

Officially, thie While Tiouse 1963, one former C.LA.
and State Depariment (.r‘Cuﬂ(’(l"[r, nt said, “when the Diera
comunent on the use of mcte- Iw"n ¢ was having all that|,
orolojrical waifare, “This is OA.(‘ILFU\IUIL with the Duddhists.”

2 o 0" or 1 HE™
of {hose things where 1o ope] chey would  just  stand

laround duin;; demonstrations
1‘\‘”“.1 the police thiew fear gas
. pat them, Lut we noticed ihat
"',“01’\'10\"00""1 A the. rains  came  they
seeding ]]““\\’()LuduL stay on,” the former
said.

is going to say unything,” one
oilicial said.
Most  oificiale

agreed that

e

fron

accomplished vne of its main’ .‘"‘”, aeney  pot Air
objectives — muddying  roads |, ANG  @neney pOL 4 Al
| FiG Amcerica Beecheraft and  had

aind {loeding iines of corumuni- |jg vigged wp with silver iodide,”
cation. But there were also he said. "lhm was another
many military and Government' demonsivation and we seeded
officials who cxpressed doubii the area, It yained.”

A similar cloud-seeding was
{ M Co AR E] ’
that tae project ]‘ 1 ctused ‘”"]f carried out by C.LA. aircraft in
dramatic resuil

PSalon at least once during the
The sources, \'.'il}zout provid- ‘st.mnc ‘of 1964, the former

ing detalis, . also said that ‘1! agent said.

metihod had been developed forl Expanded to Trail

treating clouds with a chemicall e litelligence Agency exs,

that -eventuaily produced  anisanded its cloud- ~seoding activi-

acidic rainfall capable of foul-"ties (o the Ho Chi Winlt supply

. 1 erniion of Novih Viet-: o ) . .
ing the operation of I\OA\J‘V‘QL‘:L)-“} in Laos sometime in (he

t

namese radar cquipment u::cu‘; siddie nineleen-sixtins, a num-
for directing surface-to-air niis “iber of  Government ! SOUTCeS
siles. _ said. By 1867, the Alr Force

In addition 1o hi unpu Mg had become involved although, |
SAM missiles wnd delaving 4s one former Government or-|
North  Vietnamesc inu.umhon. Ticial said, “the agency Was'
the raimmaking program had calilng all the shots)” .

the following puiposes:
CiProviding rain and  cioud
cover {or '.uxxr.uion of Seuth
Victnamese comimando and in-
telligenee  teams  into Nosth
Victnam. .
“Serving

“I aiways assuined the agen-
cy had a wmandate {rom ihe
Wiite House to do it,” he
ud(iod.

A nuamber of former CiA, and

ST

£
a5 e

Ysneiler”
,North Vielnamese atlncks
raids in South Vielham.
“CAltering o Lailoring mc'
rain }mtt(.as cver Noii Viet-! 'y
nam and Laos to aid United! i

o U(ulu'i ofiicials
‘1‘“1'0)1(...1.0..3 along
‘experinentals
The state of the art had not
advanced to the point where
was possible to predict the

«cpicted  the
the trail as

|
\
[v

Qigh- -ranking Johnson Admmls-‘

moie opportun-

i

i 1(‘(4».( Q lLﬂHA(
duo; i the nortisern pmn\ ltration routes.”

rused that stull in about Auguut'l

Department  official
.he

weapon

weainer modification wea mu‘
0f seven hasic options qu JLOD-!
ping up the war that were pr o-t
Psented on ovequest by Uie Joint
PChiels of Siafi to the Whiie:
House in late February, 1967.

The document described the!

¢

VeAllior projrail over 1Aaos-—

According 10 intervicws, the (f[u“n.y Lnowa as Operation)

Pop

v '

Fye— an aticmpt “loi

ability along alil-

S

Authorization Needed

o osald  that i;’“;ixi(azia}
Tautiiorization was “reguited
plement eperational plinse of
iveaihier miodification Process
previously  successfully  {ested
and evaluated o sane "
The brief summary conciuded
by siating that "“visk of come
promise is minimal”

A similar ontion was cited
in anoiher 1967 w orxing docu-

ment published in he P ‘nm,wm
papers. Neither altracted any|
ilmediale public atiention.

The Laos cloud-seeding o;w-\
crations did provoie, huwovux‘,
& lengthy lm(l bitter, @ }wiu‘
seevet, dispute inside the John- [
son Administration in J967. A
team ol State Department ag-
toraeys and officials protested
that the use of cloud-seeding
was a dangerous precedent for
the United States,

“I felt {hat the nulitary and
agency hadn’t anulyzed it to
defermine if it was in our
interest,” one official who was
involved in the dispute sald.
He also was concerned over
the rigid seciecy of tie project,
he said, “although it might
have been all right to leep it
secrel if you did it once and
didi't want the precedent to
oecome known.”

The general feeling was sum-
marized by one -former State
who saia
was concerned that the
rainmaking “might violate what
we considered thc general ruic
of the thumb for an illesal
of war—something
that would causz unusual suf-
fering or dispropriate damage.”,
There also was concern. hel

g

acéa,

[T T N Jl States bombing issions. i PR g
leliberuiely altering t.')c nat e Dx\'czlm Nowth Vietnomeon ‘msy_h.’, of a seeding ()Q(“.llahon ]nddcd because of the uninown
1\‘-‘--11 rainfall in ]HlK'LS of Indo-|. o ‘\‘ Lt &y uegree of conhaence, )CC(JIO"IC'I[ i
P IO . imen and maierial from military| o Government official said. al risks.
1chma. was taking environmen- ]opbrlmom 10 keep snudd "‘i“'Wc uso’d o w0 oul flying i A Nixon Administration of-
il risks of unknown propor-!iroads and other lincs of com- Laround and AOOK‘QM for “ m"i‘ﬂc il raid that he believed the
N Y o Tend N . ' + = s
itions. But many advocates olljmunication ia operation, Jtu“. clou( ¢mmauon the Offit {“‘)L use of \{«,amcr modifis
1o N ¢ cati orit otnan
the opcration have found little:. Keyed To Konsoon feial said, “And we made a lot of! l(‘u‘“‘,’“‘)l I&VC“; I’l‘L((,)l]‘(r‘lf Vl(znlaul
aee in la p: carls
wiony with ‘usn.p, weather mod- i ha claud-seadine “m,mm,\lmmakcs. Ounce  we  aumpedl s oo L Sl
D

aadon as ity
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panhandie  region the
Laotian horder.

Over  ihe

s official added,
pet more impox(i

il were coning Inoro

jaquently.”

EoLl eould not be learncd how

ANy speciiic missions wert

carricd out it any year,

One well-inlonmed source said
‘that Navy scientists were ro-
isponsible Tor developing a new
kmd of chemical agent effec-
tive in {he warm stratus clouds)
that often shielded many key:
antigiverall  sites in norithern
parts of North Vietnam.

The chenical, be said, “pra-
duced & rain that had an acidic
Quality {o it and it would foul
up mnr'hamuu (qmpnmm—-]mc
vadars, trucks and tanks.”

“Tais wasn't originally in our
planning,” the official acded,
PUiC was a retinement,”

b Apparcutly, Jmmy Air Foree]
cloud-secding  missions  were]
(.;onductm over North Victham|
und 1.aos yxmply o confuse or!

“altenuate—a word used by
many milicary men-—{ic u.dm,
cquipment that controls
aircraft  missiles,  The Jmano.ﬁ
Jused Jor such operations, -
130%s, must 1y ag 1('1uuvmy
slaw speeds and at altitudes no

mucx thin 22,000 feel 1o dise]
pl the raimmaking chemicals)|
f(m \tv\'(-lv

&0 number of officials con-

wed that cioud seeding had!
bren widely used in South Viel-|

Heass

“it scemed|

int~~the n--[

Hy

o

anti-;

next two o years,) .

Pos

D

istradion bad been Lo ni in the
dary,

la e ast year, tiere have
tbeen  repeated  inquiries  and
Ipublicly pm\ou cuesiions by

‘nmmbur of Conjpress aboul the
weainer maditication prograums
Jin Southcast /\.<., but no ac-
jcurate i Ghon hus  Dbeen
'pmv;(u. lo tiem by the De-
In'nm eni of Defenise,
i his kind of ing was
v}mnﬂ, and fienrv wamcl((l in-
liose who!
V) said one weli-
Govornuwnt omcm, re-
to Ilenry A, Kissinger,
the Prosi dm s adviser on na-;
uoml S0 .
Nonethl the oificial sal d
“I underst oo it 10 be a spoil
ing actlon—ihat (his was de-
bcrx,,me of what was going on

iy

Hormation m)mu it tot
]lm(l 1o
piaced
fer 'jn

0S8,

north of the D7 with (e
roads and the SAM sites.”
Another  source  sajid  that

nost of the weatier modifica-
tion activitics eventually were
conducted with the aid and Slipe
port of the South meumsv
think woe were trying to
teach the South \w(tw,n(wc}mw
to fly tie cdoudseeding niise
sions," the source mm.

It was i {0 dearn
where the Sm.mw and reseaich
for the secret weaiher opera-
ton were carsied ot Sources,
al the Air TForce amhx‘df/o‘.
Research Laborvalories at FHans-,
comb Iicid in Dediord, ‘\m&s,
and at the Air Weanther Seovi ce,
headquarters, while ackn owl~

CIA-RDP74B00415R000500090001-3

edpging that they bhad heard of!

Inain, pamwln]y in the north )
[along the Laos border, “We the seerel operation, said h{-‘.\’ '
wricd to use it in connection| ha dno information about its

s . [ peacpaal vea e
nwith air and  ground Opera-| fesearca ceaier, .1’ .
tions," & military officer ex-! One Governmoent souree dm[
Iplained. say that a group was "now

- how much additional rain was
plained more explicitly that “if) ” X
YOou were expecting a raid from| ceused.” He \»ou.u not (,Aabo

jtheir side, you would {ry to; Fate.
control the weather {o make

it more diflicuit.”” This official,
eslimated that more than half
of {he actual  cloud-seeding
operations in 10969 and 1070
itook piace in South Vietnam.

| Much of tg lngic rescarch
was })l()\’l()c(l D d\’y SCICI-
tists, and the seeding operations
were slown by the Air Weather
Service of the Air Force,

I One Governmont official cx- (,vaAuatm,: ine prograny (o m,e’

By 1987, or possibly emhm
the Alr Force flights were orig-
inating fiom a special opora-
hom group at Udorn' air bas
in Thaitand, No more Um.nour
C- 1.)0.., and usually only two,
were assigned in the highly
r(‘slri(‘wl section of the basc.

Fach piane was capable of car-
rying out more than one mis-
“ion on one flight.

One former hiph-ranking of-
clal said in an interview tlnt
by the end of 1971 the pro-
gram, which had been given at
least three differeas code names
since the middie nineteen-sixe
ties, was under the direct C0n~
trol of the While Iiouse, | .|
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“entagon:

Weather

Asa .
Weapon
Of War

WASHINGTON—Dr. Gordon J. F,
- _MacDonald, a prominent geophysicist
who had just completed a tour as vice

president of the Defense Department's |,

. JInstitute of Defense Analysis, pub-

,lished in 1968 a little-noted but chilling "

study on the military potential of

meterological warfare. He listed a num- -

 ber of options available to those who
would choose to tamper with nature.
Among them:

'@ Altering the world's temperature

" rocketing materials into the carth's
_upper atmosphere to either absorb light
“(thereby cooling the surface below) or
absorb outgoing heat (thereby heating
.the surface below). This technique
Could be targeted at a specific area,

© Triggering tidal waves by set«
sting off a series ‘of underground ex-
plosions along the edge of the Conti-
-nental Shelf, or by producing a natural
.carthquake. A guided tidal wave could
be, achieved by correctly shaping the
energy-release sources.

" @ Changing the physical makeup
of the atmosphere by creating, with
“a rocket or similar weapon, a “hole”
in the important ozone layer between
10 and 30 miles up that is responsible
-for absorbing much of the ultra-violet
flight cast from the sun. Without the
-protective layer of ozone, a molccular
form of oxygen, the radiation would
be fatal to all human, plant and animal
life that could not take shelter in the
affected arca below.

Dr. MacDonald (who is now a
‘member of the White House Council on
~Iinvironmental Quality) made it clear
-that his essay was based only on spec-

ulation. Last week, however, it became
**known that at least part of his maca-
re weather arsenal had been secretly

“in use by the United States since the .

~1960’s, - .
- +Air Force planes, supported by the
Central Intelligence Agency, have becn

ey
. ; i
\

s
DATE [+

;
b ‘
{ S

vo A e 2
PAGE AL N

waging a systematic war of rain on
the infiltration trails of Laos, Cam-
bodia, North Vietnam and South Viet-
nam. The iatent: suppress enemy anti-
missile fire, provide cover for South

Vietnamese commando teams pene-

traling the North and hinder the
movement of men and materiél from
North Victnam into the South.

The first experimental rain-making
mission was flown by the CIA. in
South Vietnam in 1963, but it was not
until 1965 that a group of Air Force

scientists officially was ordered to |

start thinking of ways o turn nature
into a military tool. )

“We all sat down in a big brain-

storming session,” said one of the
scientists who participated at the Air
Force Cambridge Research Labora-

_tories at Hanscomb Field near Bedford, .

Mass. “The idea was to increase the

of Southeast Asia.”

Within a year, the Air Force and
- C.LA. began a highly sccret rain-mak-
_ing project over the Ho Chi Minh Trail
-~in Laos, known as “Operation Pop-
Eye."” There were heated protests from

. the State Department, and eventually

a directive from the Secretary of De-
-fense Robert S. McNamara ordering a
halt to the project. Instead, well-
qualified sources said last week, “it
went underground—into the dark.”
From 1969 through at least early
-this year, weather warfare was a
covert operation being directed by the
. Joint Chiefs of Staff with White House
. acquiescence.
The fact that the program existed
at all came to light only last week in
The New York Times. But, despite an
extensive investigation, it could not be

¢ learned how successful the program

had been, how many missions were
“conducted or whether it was still being
used in connection with the heavy
bombing of North Vietnam that fol-
lowed the enemy offensive last April,

Making rain has long been techni-
Lcally feasible. Scientists have learned
that rain fall can Dbe increased
by as much as 40 per cent after sced-
ing clouds by aircraft with silver-io-

dide particles. Other chemicals, includ-
ing dry ice, also have been used with -

success, both in the United States and
in Southeast Asia.

Military and Government specialists |

‘acknowledge that there is little precise
scientific knowledge of the short-range
impact of cloud seeding and practi-
- cally none of the long-range ecological
effect of changing the amount of
natural rainfall, Somo scicntists have

A

rain and reduce the trafficabiiity in all |

published data suggesting that weather
‘modification, in combination wzt‘h
iother ecological stresses such as air
“poliution and pesticides, may liave a
< gynergistic effect—that 1s, rc:s'ult in
. collective changes far greater
" either abuse would have caused by

“itself.

than

In Indochina, where heavy bombing -

alrcady has robbed much of the land-
" scape of its natural water-holding ca- -

pability by destroy'mg'foliage and trgeg,
artifically induced rains may result in
far greater flooding than expected,
~along with heavier soil erosion. .
Technically, there are no inierna-

Vg A

tional agreements outlawing _such war-

fare. But Government officiais made

. clear last week that the weather-mak-
ing activity ef the Air Force was

; shielded from public view because of
“White House sensitivity to what could
. be regarded as the impropriety of the
“action. The issue, one well.-mfm'med
- official said, was.one in which I.{em'y
" A. Kissinger, the Presigent’s national-
. security adviser, took a personal }‘zand.
. “This kind of thing was a bomb, _ the
‘official said, “and Henry restricted

information about it to those who had

. o Emow.”. . )
L . ~—SEYMOUR M. Kiksd

.

‘
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